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On Jan. 17, the Chilean government banned fruit shipments from the Aconcagua Valley after the
discovery of at least 12 Mediterranean fruit flies in the area. Agricultural Service chief, Juan Carlos
Sepulveda, said the flies were found in a residential neighborhood in Los Andes, 77 km. northeast
of Santiago, although none had been detected in the fruit-growing areas. Nonetheless, according to
Sepulveda, an emergency plan was immediately implemented that included prohibiting transport
of all fruit out of the valley, fumigation of fruit and trees, and placing harvested fruit in cold storage
three to four days (a common procedure to kill the fly and its larvae). Grapes, peaches, nectarines
and kiwis are grown in the Aconcagua area. About 16 million crates are expected to be harvested
this year in the valley, virtually all for export to the US, Japan and Western Europe. Fruit export
revenues average about $900 million per year. (Basic data from AP, 01/18/90)
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